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(54) Wireless billing system 

(57) In a preferred embodiment, a method of billing 
comprises electronically transferring identifying infor- 
mation of a purchaser from a wireless terminal of the 
purchaser to a merchant's billing device to initiate a 
transaction between the purchaser and the merchant, 
creating an electronic record of the transaction between 
the purchaser and the merchant where the record con- 
tains at least the identifying information and an amount 
transacted and billing the purchaser for the amount 
transacted. The identifying information, e.g., Caller ID 
data, can be electronically transferred to the merchant 
billing device via a wireless telecommunication network. 
Alternatively, a local proximity connection between the 
purchaser's wireless terminal and the merchant billing 
device can be used. A processor within the billing device 
retrieves information related to the purchase either from 
a memory within the billing device or from an electronic 
cash register external to the billing device. The proces- 
sor can command a control circuit to deliver the service 
or merchandise such as raising a toll booth gate to allow 
a vehicle to pass. The processor then constructs the 
electronic transaction record, which is subsequently 
transmitted to a centralized billing location or database. 



FIG. 4 



PURCHASER CALLS 

MERCHANT'S 
BILLING DEVICE 



402 



BILLING OEVICE / 4 
PICKS UP CALL 



453 



CALLER ID RECEIVED 
AND STORED AT 
BILLING DEVICE 



.1.. 



BILLING DEVICE 
HANGS UP CALL 
GOES INTO 
BUST MODE 



464 



r 



406 



PROCESSOR RETPItVES f 

purchase information 



PROCESSOR CONSTRUCTS l/* 10 
TRANSACTION RECORD K 



AUDIBLE /VISUAL 
SIGNAL INDICATED 
ON BILLING DEVICE 



4G5 



.TL.. 



SERVICE/ 
MERCHANDISE 
CONVEYED 



r 



413 



BILLING DEVICE SENDS . 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT TONE / 
TO PURCHASERS WIRELESS 
TERMINAL 



470 



V 



BILLING DEVICE 

GOES INTO 
STANDBY MODE 



BILLING OEVICE HANGS 
UP CALL: GOES WO 
STANDBY MODE 



41B 



TRANSACTION 
RECORDS) SENT TO 
CENTRALIZED OAT ABASE 



418 



CL 
LU 



Prnied by Jouve. 75001 PARIS (FR) 



BMSDOCIC- <EP 078O8O2A2_l_> 



1 EP 0 780 802 A2 



Description 

BACKGROUNG OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The subject invention relates to a billing system 
and, more particularly to a fee or toll collection system, 
which employs wireless communications. 

2. Description of Related Art 

The manual collection of fees and tolls for pur- 
chased goods and services has existed Irom time im- 
memorial. Such activities are often implemented with 
the physical presence of toll collectors and cashiers or 
devices for accomplishing their analogous functions. 
With the increasing number of vehicles traveling on toll 
roads, conventional toll collection methods can have a 
negative effecl on traffic flow. Similarly the use of con- 
ventional cash registers in self-service stores can have 
an undesirable effect on the flow of patrons on a check- 
out line. 

Attempts have been made to overcome existing 
manual toll collection problems by providing coin-oper- 
ated collection devices. However, these devices require 
exact change disbursements and are susceptible to the 
fraudulent use of counterfeit coins or tokens. 

Recently, automated toll collection systems have 
b en introduced that employ radio frequency communi- 
cation devices that deduct tolls electronically from a se- 
cured set of funds as a particular vehicle passes through 
a toll plaza. See, for example, U.S. Patent No. 5,424,727 
to Shieh, and commonly assigned U.S. Patent No. 
5,310,999 to Claus et al. In these systems, each vehicle 
must possess a special transmitter to provide commu- 
nication with the toll collection device. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Embodiments of the present invention provide sys- 
tems and methods that utilize wireless terminals, e.g., 
cellular telephones, as a means for paying for tolls or for 
other services or merchandise. 

In a preferred embodiment, a method of billing com- 
prises electronically transferring identifying information 
of a purchaser from a wireless terminal of the purchaser 
to a merchant's billing device to initiate a transaction be- 
tween the purchaser and the merchant, creating an 
electronic record of the transaction between the pur- 
chaser and the merchant where the record contains at 
I ast the identifying information of the purchaser and an 
amount transacted and billing the purchaser for the 
amount transact d. 

The step of electronically transf rring information 
can b performed via a wireless t lecommunication n t- 
work. In this m thod, the purchaser can use a conven- 
tional wireless terminal, e.g., a cellular telephone, to dial 
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the billing device's telephone number, such that the bill- 
ing device receives the call along with the identifying in- 
formation of the purchaser, which can be Caller ID data. 
The billing device then either disconnects the call at- 

s tempt or maintains an end-to-end connection with the 
purchaser's wireless terminal during the course of the 
transaction. A processor within the billing device re- 
trieves information related to the purchase, either from 
a memory within the billing device, or from an electronic 

to cash register external to the billing device. The proces- 
sor can command a control circuit to deliver the service 
or merchandise, such as raising a toll booth gate to allow 
a vehicle to pass. The processor then constructs the 
electronic transaction record, which is stored within the 

^5 device's memory for subsequent transmission to a cen- 
tralized billing location or database. The centralized bill- 
ing location can be a subscriber information database 
at a wireless switching center of the wireless service 
provider handling the call. 

20 in an alternative method, the step of electronically 
transferring information can be performed by means of 
a loccal proximity connection between a modified wire- 
less terminal of the purchaser and the merchant billing 
device. The modified wireless terminal is equipped with 

25 a billing function key, which is depressed by the pur- 
chaser to initiate a billing transaction. The information 
is locally transmitted from the wireless terminal to a local 
proximity receiver within the merchant billing device. A 
billing device processor retrieves the information re- 

30 ceived and then proceeds with completing and record- 
ing the transaction. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

35 So that one skilled in the art to which the subject 
invention pertains will better understand how to practice 
the invention, preferred embodiments thereof will be de- 
scribed hereinbelow with reference to the drawings, in 
which like reference numerals depict similar or identical 

^0 elements, wherein: 

FIG. 1 shows a wireless telecommunication net- 
work wherein embodiments of the present invention 
can be employed; 
45 FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a wireless billing system 
in accordance with the present invention; 
FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a merchant billing de- 
vice; 

FIG. 4 is a flow diagram depicting wireless billing 
50 methods in accordance with the present invention; 

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of an alternate wireless 
billing system in accordance with the present inven- 
tion; 

FIG. 6 is a block diagram of a m rchant billing d - 
55 vice, which can be used in th syst ms of FIGS. 2 
or 5; 

FIG. 7 is a block diagram of a modified wireless ter- 
minal; 
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FIG. 8 is a flow diagram illustrating another wireless 
billing method in accordance with the invention; 
and. 

FIG. 9 shows a wireless toll collection system in ac- 
cordance with the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Referring now to the drawings, FIG. 1 depicts a 
schematic diagram of a wireless telecommunication 
network, designated generally as 100, wherein embod- 
iments of the present invention can be practiced. Net- 
work 100 serves a number of wireless terminals W T that 
are situated within a given geographic area. This geo- 
graphic area is typically partitioned into a number of spa- 
tially distinct regions, or cells, C n to C N . As depicted in 
FIG. i, each cell is schematically represented by a hex- 
agon; in practice, however, each cell usually has an ir- 
regular shape that depends on the topography of the 
terrain and other factors. 

Typically, each cell to C N contains a correspond- 
ing one of base stations to B N . Each base station 
typically includes antennas and radios for communicat- 
ing with wireless terminals within the associated cell and 
also includes transmission equipment for communicat- 
ing with wireless switching center (WSC) 110. 

Wireless switching center 110 is interconnected 
with a wireline telephone network 120. which can pro- 
vide access for wireline terminals. WSC 110 is respon- 
sible for, among other things, routing, or "switching," 
calls between wireless terminals or, alternatively, be- 
tween a wireless terminal and a wireline terminal acces- 
sible to WSC 110 via telephone network 120. 

Telecommunication network 100 is configured to 
carry and radiate signals that represent various type of 
information (e.g., audio, video, data, multimedia, etc.). 
Network 100 is also capable of supporting one or more 
wireless access technologies (e.g., Frequency Division 
Multiple Access (FDMA), Time Division Multiple Access 
(TDMA), Code Division Multiple Access (CDMA)) in pro- 
viding one or more services (e.g., cordless, cellular, 
PCS, wireless local loop, SMR/ESMR, two-way paging, 
etc.). 

Wireless switching center 110 and base stations 
to B N are typically operated by a service provider, e.g., 
AT&T The service provider operates host computer 
130, which is interconnected with WSC 110 and sub- 
scriber information database 1 40. Database 1 40 main- 
tains, among other data, wireless terminal identifica- 
tions associated with each subscriber and wireless ter- 
minal usage and billing data for each subscriber. Host 
computer 130 monitors the cost of new calls made by 
or to wireless subscrib rs and updat s corresponding 
usage and billing information stor d within database 
1 40 each time a new call is complet d. The service pro- 
vider typically bills the subscribers on a monthly basis. 
When bills ar paid, the host computer deducts the cor- 



responding amounts from the balances stored within da- 
tabase 140. 

FIG. 2 schematically illustrates a first embodiment 
of a wireless billing system in accordance with the 

5 present invention, designated generally as 200. Wir - 
less billing system 200 enables a subscriber (purchaser) 
to pay for merchandise or services provided by a mer- 
chant by automatically having the cost of such merchan- 
dise or services added to the monthly wireless bill issued 

10 by the wireless service provider. The wireless service 
provider can then reimburse the merchant when the 
wireless bill is paid. Alternative billing approaches in- 
volving merchant central billing center 230 and/or elec- 
tronic banking center 240 are also possible. 

15 The merchant, who may be a toll booth owner, for 
example, operates merchant billing device 202, which 
records transactions between the merchant and individ- 
ual subscribers of the wireless service provider. Billing 
device 202 includes a telephone transceiver, a proces- 

20 sor and associated circuitry to enable the billing device 
to connect to telephone network 120 on an individual 
wireline 206. Billing device 202 can thus be -called- by 
wireless or other wireline terminals at its own telephone 
number assigned by the telephone network. In the em- 

2S bodiment of FIG. 2, a user of wireless terminal W T , who 
may be standing in front of billing device 202, and who 
wishes to acquire a service or merchandise offered by 
the merchant controlling billing device 202, places a 
wireless call to the telephone number of billing device 

30 202. The call is routed through base station Bj (typically 
within cell C } wherein billing device 202 is located), to 
wireless switching center 110 and telephone network 
120 to billing device 202. 

Switching center 110 and telephone network 120 

35 are equipped to supply caller ID information of calling 
parties to billing device 202. As such, once billing device 
202 is called by wireless terminal W T , a transaction can 
be completed between the merchant and the wireless 
terminal user. The transaction is completed with the use 

40 of either control circuit 210 or electronic cash register 
220, or both, as will be explained below. Subsequently, 
the billing device can automatically transmit invoice in- 
formation associated with the transaction to host com- 
puter 1 30 and to associated Billing, Accounting and Re- 

45 cording Block 204. Block 204, shown separately from 
host computer 1 30, can be a software program running 
on computer 130. The program functions to add the in- 
voice information submitted by the one or more devices 
202 to the associated subscribers' wireless terminal bills 

so stored in database 140. 

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of an exemplary merchant 
billing device 202a, which is an embodiment of billing 
device 202. Billing device 202a typically includes tele- 
phone transc iver 320, modem 310, Call r ID modul 

55 306, processor 302, m rnory 304, Audible and Visual 
Signal Module 330, tone generator 370 and power sup- 
ply 355 for powering each component of the billing de- 
vice. Optionally, communication ports 340 such as 
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RS232 or RJ11 are provided to retrieve purchasing in- 
formation from electronic cash register 350. 

Referring to FIG. 4 in conjunction with FIGs. 2 and 
3, a flow diagram illustrating first and second wireless 
billing methods in accordance with the present invention 
is shown. In the first method, a wireless terminal sub- 
scriber (purchaser) wishing to obtain services or mer- 
chandise offered by a merchant operating billing device 
202a places a call through the wireless telecommunica- 
tion network to the merchant's billing device at the de- 
vice's telephone number (step 402). It is assumed that 
the purchaser who may be using a standard wireless 
terminal, such as a cellular telephone, has prior knowl- 
edge of the billing device's telephone number, which 
may be learned from a sign posted on or in the vicinity 
of the billing device. The call is received by a suitable 
base station, routed to the wireless switching center and 
telephone network and then to billing device 202a where 
it is automatically picked up by the billing device's tele- 
phone transceiver 320 (step 404) under the control of 
processor 302. If the telephone network is an analog 
network, as in most public telephone networks, trans- 
ceiver 320 includes a hookswitch relay and a control 
switch (not shown), both controlled by processor 302 via 
control lines 315. The control switch therein switches 
between tone generator 370 and modem 310 to enable 
ither tones or data to be transmitted by billing device 
202a as will be described below. If the telephone net- 
work is a digital network, such as ROLMlink™, trans- 
ceiver 320 would be comprised of a link transceiver and 
a link interface. 

When transceiver 320 picks up the call, Caller ID or 
Automatic Number Identification (AN I) information is 
transferred through line 307 to Caller ID module 306 
where it is stored (step 406). The Caller ID information 
corresponds to the telephone number of the wireless 
terminal W T making the call and can originate either 
from the wireless terminal directly or from the wireless 
switching center In the latter case, the wireless switch- 
ing center converts identifying information transmitted 
by the wireless terminal to Caller ID data in an appropri- 
ate format. 

Caller ID module 306 supplies the Caller ID infor- 
mation received to processor 302 in a suitable format. 
Processor 302 then retrieves information pertaining to 
the purchase either from memory 304 directly or from 
electronic cash register 350 through communication 
ports 340 (step 408). If billing device 202a is dedicated 
for a fixed transaction such as the collection of a toll, 
then the price and item transacted for can be pre-stored 
in memory 304 and retrieved by processor 302. If billing 
device 202a is dedicated for a variety of transactions, 
such as for recording the sale of various types of mer- 
chandise at different prices, th n proc ssor 302 re- 
triev s th purchase information from lectronic cash 
register 350. Cash register 350 is equipp d with its own 
processor to record transactions and automatically for- 
ward the corresponding purchas information to billing 



device processor 302. Cash register 350 can be a man- 
ually op rated cash register operated by the merchant, 
as in a store, or operated by the purchaser to acquire 
merchandise such as gasoline dispensed from a pump. 
s The purchase information obtained by processor 
302 typically includes the item transacted for, the price 
and the quantity. If a number of different items or serv- 
ices are purchased during the session, cash register 
350 can forward a list of items and corresponding charg- 
es to processor 302 at the end of the transaction or when 
the order is placed. After retrieving the purchase infor- 
mation, processor 302 constructs an electronic transac- 
tion record (step 41 0). The transaction record preferably 
includes at least: a) the Caller ID information of the pur- 
chaser; b) the purchase amount; c) a merchant ID code 
(or merchant telephone number); and d) the time and 
date of the transaction. 

Processor 302 then sends a command to Audible 
and Visual Signal Module 330, which responds by 
sounding an audible tone and/or displaying a visual in- 
dicator on billing device 202a, such as a text message, 
indicating that the transaction has been recorded (step 
412). Processor 302 can then cause an acknowledge- 
ment tone or other audible message to be sent to the 
purchaser's wireless terminal notifying the purchaser 
that the transaction is complete (step 414). This is per- 
formed through the telecommunication network by proc- 
essor 302 first sending a command to the control switch 
within transceiver 320 to switch to tone generator 370. 
Processor 302 sends another command to tone gener- 
ator 370, which responds with a distinct audible tone that 
is sent through transceiver 320. 

Depending on the type of transaction, processor 
302 can cause the service or merchandise to be con- 
veyed, either prior to or after the acknowledgement tone 
is sent, by sending a command to control circuit 360 
(step 41 3). For instance, in atoll booth application, con- 
trol circuit 360 can be the control circuit for the toll gate 
that allows a car to pass once the toll is paid. Another 
example is where the transaction is for the purchase of 
merchandise dispensed from a dispensing unit such as 
gasoline from a pump. In the latter case, the purchaser 
typically operates cash register 350 to select the mer- 
chandise desired. Thereafter, control circuit 360 causes 
the merchandise to be delivered upon receiving the ap- 
propriate command from processor 302. 

Following the transaction, the transaction record is 
stored within memory 304. Processor 302 then causes 
the billing device to terminate the call via a command to 
transceiver 320 whereupon the billing device goes into 
a standby mode awaiting further calls (step 416). At a 
subsequent time, one or more transaction records are 
sent to a centralized database by means of modem 310 
(st p 418). Th transaction record transmissions may 
b performed during pr d t rmined times of the day. 
The centralized databas can be subscriber information 
database 140, which operates in conjunction with host 
computer 130 and Billing, Accounting and Recording 
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Block 204. Typically, the amounts reflected in the trans- 
action records are added to the corresponding subscrib- 
ers' wireless service bills. The wireless service provider 
can then reimburse the merchant once the bills are col- 
lected from the subscribers. 

The centralized database can alternatively be Mer- 
chant Billing Center 230, which is a computerized billing 
and accounting center controlled by the merchant. With 
this approach, the merchant can separately bill the sub- 
scribers for the merchandise or services rendered via 
monthly statements or otherwise. Knowledge of the 
identity of the subscribers would be stored within billing 
center 230, by previous agreement with individual sub- 
scribers, or through information supplied by the wireless 
service provider The wireless service provider would 
then bill the subscribers separately for the cost of the 
wireless calls to the merchant billing devices. 

In another alternative approach to collecting the 
fees due the merchant, bills could be sent by the mer- 
chant to electronic banking center 240, which has ac- 
counts with the merchant and with the individual sub- 
scribers. The subscribers' accounts contain secured 
funds, so that the purchase prices for merchandise or 
fees for services can be automatically deducted from the 
corresponding subscribers' accounts and added to the 
merchant's account. Transaction reports can be sent by 
merchant billing devices 202 directly to electronic bank- 
ing center 240. Alternatively, the transaction reports can 
first be sent to merchant central billing center 230, which 
would then transmit, in a single electronic data transmis- 
sion, transaction records from a plurality of merchant 
billing devices 202 to banking center 240 for payment. 

A second wireless billing method in accordance 
with the present invention is a modification of the billing 
method of FIG. 4 just described. The second method 
modifies the above-described method of FIG. 4 by add- 
ing steps 460 and 470 and eliminating steps 414 and 
416, as depicted by dotted lines 463-466. In the second 
method, an end-to-end connection between the wire- 
less terminal and the merchant billing device is not main- 
tained throughout the transaction. Rather, only the in- 
formation transfer during the signalling network call set- 
up process is used during the course ol the transaction. 
Steps 402-406 are the same as described above. After 
Caller ID data is received and stored at merchant billing 
device 202a in step 406, processor 302 commands 
transceiver 320 to hang up the call and to go into a busy 
mode by means of a command on control lines 315 (step 
460). Processor 408 then retrieves the purchase infor- 
mation, constructs a transaction record (which is then 
stored in memory 304), enables an indicator to be 
sounded and/or displayed, and optionally, causes the 
service or merchandise to be conveyed (steps 
410-41 3). Processor 302 then causes th billing device 
to go from a busy mode into a standby mode such that 
new calls to the devic can b received (step 470), Sub- 
sequently, transaction records ar sent to a centralized 
database (st p 418). It is noted that since acknowledge- 
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ment tone step 414 is liminated, the second method 
can be practiced without the inclusion of tone generator 
370 within billing device 202a. 

FIG. 5 shows an alternative embodiment of a wire- 
5 less billing system in accordance with the present inven- 
tion, designated generally as 500. System 500 employs 
a local proximity connection between modified wireless 
terminal W-qv, and merchant billing device 502. Hence, 
merchant billing device 502 and modified wireless ter- 
10 minal W-nv, replace the respective components 202 and 
W T in FIG. 2. Modified wireless terminal is a mod- 
ification of a conventional wireless terminal, e.g., a cel- 
lular telephone. The modification enables a user to 
transfer identifying information of the wireless terminal 
*5 (and hence, of the purchaser) directly to merchant billing 
device 502 rather than having to complete a call through 
the wireless telecommunication network to do so. Pref- 
erably, identifying information of terminal can only 
be transferred to billing device 502 when terminal 
20 is proximate to the billing device, such as less than 3-10 
feet away. Merchant billing device 502 is equipped with 
antenna AT to receive the identifying information from 
terminal W^, such that a transaction between the mer- 
chant and the wireless terminal user can be initiated. (It 
2S is noted that system 500 could also be used with a con- 
ventional wireless terminal W T in a local proximity con- 
nection rather than with terminal W-ny,. This approach, 
while not preferred, is discussed later). 

FIG. 6 is a block diagram of an exemplary merchant 
30 billing device 502a, which is an embodiment of billing 
device 502 of FIG. 5. Billing device 502a includes all of 
the elements of billing device 202a of FIG. 2 with the 
addition of local proximity receiver 602 and antenna AT. 
Tone generator 370 is not used in this embodiment; 
35 however, it is preferably included to offer a wireless ter- 
minal user the option of using the telephone network 
connection method of FIG. 4 or a local proximity con- 
nection method as will be exemplified below 

FIG. 7 shows a block diagram of an illustrative mod- 
40 ified wireless terminal W TM , which is comprised of two 
sections, 700a and 700b. Section 700a contains com- 
ponents of a conventional wireless terminal whereas 
section 700b contains components dedicated solely for 
wireless billing purposes. When modified wireless ter- 
45 minal is utilized for conventional wireless commu- 
nication, only section 700a is used. In normal wireless 
communication use, a user turns on power supply 703 
via power button 701 thereby powering all the compo- 
nents within terminal W-nvt. The user then enters on key- 
50 pad 724 the telephone number of the party sought to be 
reached. Processor 702 causes the number to be dis- 
played on display 722. Optionally, to prevent unauthor- 
ized use, the user also enters a personal identification 
number (PIN) on k ypad 724. After d pr ssing SEND 
55 key 730, a communication s t-up process begins in 
which processor 702 supplies t rminal id ntification da- 
ta along with th PIN to transmitt r 708 to be modulated 
and transmitted to the base station through duplexer 
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706 and antenna 710. The terminal identification data, 
stored within memory 704 and retrieved by processor 
702. is unique to the particular modified wireless termi- 
nal unit and corresponds to the telephone number or 
identifying address of that wireless terminal W-nu- At the 5 
base station or wireless switching center, the PIN is 
compared to a PIN stored in a database that corre- 
sponds to the terminal ID data and if the comparison is 
favorable, the communication session is allowed to pro- 
ceed. Control channel signals are received from the 
base station by receiver 708 and supplied to processor 
702. Once a connection is established, voice communi- 
cation through use of microphone 71 2 and speaker 718 
is possible. 

Referring to FIG. 8, in conjunction with FIGs. 5-7, a 
flow chart depicting method steps of a third embodiment 
of a wireless billing method in accordance with the 
present invention is shown. When the user (purchaser) 
desires to pay for a transaction with a particular mer- 
chant billing device 502a using modified wireless termi- 
nal Wjiy,, the user depresses Bl LL function key 770 (step 
802). Depression of BILL key 770 activates Direct Billing 
Module 760 and causes a prompt to be displayed on 
display 722 prompting the user to enter a merchant ID 
code associated with the merchant or with the particular 
merchant billing device 502a (step 810). This can be, 
for example, a one to four digit number displayed on a 
sign posted on or in the vicinity of the merchant billing 
device. Optionally, the user can also be prompted to en- 
ter his or her PIN to guard against unauthorized pur- 
chases. Direct Billing Module 760 can be an Application 
Specific Integrated Circuit (ASIC) having its own proc- 
essor, which is designed to interact with processor 702 
to provide the billing functions. Alternatively, Direct Bill- 
ing Module 760 can be a software program running on 
processor 702, in which case BILL key 770 would be 
coupled directly to processor 702. 

Once the code(s) are entered, the user depresses 
SEND key 730 to initiate a transaction with merchant 
billing device 502 (step 820). Direct Billing Module 760, 
in conjunction with processor 702, responds by retriev- 
ing the wireless terminal ID number stored within mem- 
ory 704 and supplying a data stream to transmitter 708 
including the terminal ID number, the PIN, if used, and 
the merchant ID number. Preferably, Billing Module 760 
also concurrently provides a power control signal on 
lines 723 causing transmitter 708 to operate in a low ra- 
diated power mode using radiated power substantially 
less than that used during normal wireless communica- 
tion transmissions to base stations. This reduces poten- 
tial interference with other wireless billing modules 502 
that may be nearby. Billing Module 760 sends another 
concomitant control signal on lines 723 controlling the 
carrier Irequ ncy g n rated within transmitt r 708 that 
is modulated by the data stream. Pr f rably, th fre- 
qu ncy channel us d for transmission of the modulated 
data stream to wire) ss billing device 502 is different 
from the control and communication channels normally 
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used during wireless communication to and from the 
wiretess base stations. 

Transmitter 708 transmits the modulated data 
stream to wireless billing device 502a, which receives 
the data using antenna AT and local proximity receiver 
602 (step 330). Wireless terminal 502a then returns to 
a normal mode (step 635) whereby the user can either 
transmit or receive normal wireless communications or 
initiate another billing transaction using the Bl LL key. Lo- 
cal proximity receiver 602 is designed to respond only 
to signals received that are above a predetermined pow- 
er level threshold, such that only wireless terminals with- 
in a specified distance away can successfully transmit 
data and initiate a transaction. The predetermined 
threshold is selected in conjunction with the power level 
radiated by the modified wireless terminal, which will al- 
ways be within a standard specified power level range. 

In merchant billing device 502a, once the data 
stream is successfully received, receiver 602 supplies 
the data to billing device processor 302'. Processor 302* 
compares the merchant ID portion of the received data 
to a billing device ID number stored within memory 304*. 
An unfavorable comparison indicates that the user ei- 
ther entered the wrong merchant ID number or the data 
that was received originated from another wireless ter- 
minal W TM attempting to communicate with another 
merchant billing device nearby. Thus, if the merchant ID 
number received is incorrect, the transaction will not be 
completed and processor 302' can indicate this condi- 
tion to the purchaser via Audible and Visual Signal Mod- 
ule 330. 

If the merchant ID number received is correct, proc- 
essor 302' proceeds with the transaction by retrieving 
the purchase information either from memory 304' or 
from electronic cash register 350 (step 840). Steps 850, 
860 and 870 then follow, such steps being basically the 
same as steps 41 0 : 412 and 413, respectively, of FIG. 
4. After the transaction is completed, the merchant bill- 
ing device enters a standby mode whereby new trans- 
actions can be initiated by other wireless terminals (step 
875). At a later time, transaction records are download- 
ed to a centralized database in a manner similar to that 
described in the first and second methods above. 

It is noted that each merchant billing device 502a 
has its own telephone number but may only operate in 
the telephone network to transmit transaction records 
and not to receive calls. The transaction records prefer- 
ably include the merchant billing device telephone 
number or some other identifying number. Alternatively, 
merchant billing device 502a can also receive calls, 
such that a wireless terminal user has the option of ei- 
ther using a local proximity connection or a connection 
through the wireless telecommunications network to in- 
itiate transactions. This enabl s purchas rs with or with- 
out modified wireless t rminals to use a wirel ss billing 
method in accordanc with the pr s nt inv ntion. 

It is further noted that th transaction records can 
includ the PIN supplied by the wireless terminal us r 
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(if used). With this approach, unauthorized transactions 
might not be prevented initially but would be prevented 
in future uses. For example, wireless service providers 
may transmit to each merchant billing device fraudulent 
use data of particular wireless terminals via the tele- 
phone network. Processor 302* would then cause the 
fraudulent use data to be stored within memory 304'. 
During subsequent transactions, processor 302' would 
compare the PINs and/or the wireless terminal ID codes 
received in the local proximity connection with the fraud- 
ulent use data stored within memory 304*. 
Transactions would be prevented upon favorable com- 
parison with the fraudulent use data. 

As mentioned above, wireless billing system 500 
(FIG. 5) could also be used in a local proximity mode 
with wireless terminal W-nyj embodied as a conventional 
wireless terminal. In this embodiment, a user of the con- 
ventional wireless terminal would enter on the wireless 
terminal keypad the merchant ID code of the particular 
billing device 502 to be transacted with (e.g., a one to 
four digit number). Then, steps 320-880 of FIG. 8 are 
followed. The user would depress the SEND key on the 
wireless terminal in proximity to billing device 502 (step 
820). This causes wireless terminal identification data 
to be transmitted along with the merchant ID code that 
was entered (steps 830-835). Local proximity receiver 
602 (FIG. 6) receives the transmission and relays the 
received data to processor 302', which initiates and 
completes a transaction only if the merchant ID code 
received corresponds to the I D code stored within mem- 
ory 304' (steps 840-880). 

As an alternative to this latter approach, the con- 
ventional wireless terminal user can simply depress the 
SEND key on his wireless terminal when in proximity to 
merchant billing device 502 without entering a merchant 
ID code. Billing device 502 would receive the wireless 
terminal ID data and proceed with the transaction with- 
out comparing merchant ID data to stored data. This ap- 
proach, while simpler than those described above, has 
a higher probability of transaction error. Without the mer- 
chant ID code comparison safeguard, if several mer- 
chant billing devices are in close proximity to each other, 
a particular billing device may pick up a wireless terminal 
ID transmitted from another wireless terminal that did 
not intend to transact with that particular billing device. 

FIG. 9 illustrates a wireless toll collection system, 
designated generally as 900, which employs one or 
more of the above-described wireless billing methods. 
In each of a plurality K of toll lanes Lj-Lk, a correspond- 
ing merchant billing device 502, -502 K is located in prox- 
imity to a respective gate 906T-906K. Control circuits 
210.,-210 K control the gates, responsive to commands 
received from the merchant billing devices to thereby 
allow or pr vent vehicles 902 to pass. Purchas rs in ve- 
hicles 902 carry either conventional wir less terminals 
W T or modified wireless terminals W-nvj, which are us d 
to pay the toll using one of the abov -described methods 
in accordanc with the present invention. Thus, a local 



12 

proximity connection or a t lephone network connection 
can be established to initiate the transaction and pay the 
toll. Electromagnetic shielding can be employed be- 
tween the toll lanes to reduce the possibility of interfer- 

5 ence and billing errors due to the many wireless termi- 
nals simultaneously transmitting data. Transaction 
records, which preferably include the toll location, are 
sent to a centralized database such as subscriber infor- 
mation database 130. 

10 It is understood that merchant billing devices 502 
and/or 202 can be modified to function as stand alone 
wireless communication devices rather than being hard- 
wired to the wireline telephone network. With this ap- 
proach, all communication with the merchant billing de- 

15 vices, including the downloading of transaction records, 
would be performed wirelessly. In a wireless embodi- 
ment of either merchant billing device 202 or 502, the 
wireless terminals of the subscribers, and most aspects 
of the above-described methods, could remain the 

20 same. Connections from wireless terminal users to bill- 
ing device 202 would be made through the wireless 
switching center and the same base station used by the 
purchaser's wireless terminal rather than through the 
wireline telephone network. 

25 it is further understood that merchant billing devices 
502 and/or 202 can be modified to incorporate a local 
transmitter capable of transmitting merchant I D or other 
information locally to either wireless terminal W T or W-,^ 
to initiate a transaction rather than the wireless terminal 

30 initiating the transaction. In this embodiment, either the 
local proximity connection method or one of the tele- 
phone network connection methods described above 
would then follow the billing device's transmission. The 
wireless terminal would preferably be modified to be ca- 

35 pable of receiving and automatically responding to the 
billing device's transmission, such as by prompting the 
user to depress the SEND key or the BILL key (if em- 
ployed) on the wireless terminal to continue the trans- 
action. The user would not be required to obtain and en- 

40 ter a merchant ID code since the wireless terminal al- 
ready received this information. The merchant ID code 
could then be automatically transmitted back to the bill- 
ing device along with the wireless terminal ID to enable 
the transaction to be completed. 

45 Although the subject invention has been described 
with respect to preferred embodiments, it will be readily 
apparent to those having ordinary skill in the art to which 
it appertains that changes and modifications may be 
made thereto without departing from the spirit or scope 

50 of the subject invention as defined by the appended 
claims. 

Claim 

55 

1. Am thod of billing, comprising: 

electronically transferring identifying informa- 
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tion associat d with a wireless terminal of a pur- 
chaser, automatically during a call set-up, from 
the wireless terminal through a telephone net- 
work to a merchant's billing device to initiate a 
transaction between the purchaser and the 5 
merchant; 

receiving, at a centralized billing location, an 
electronic record of the transaction between the 
purchaser and the merchant, wherein said 
record is created at the merchant's billing de- io 
vice and transmitted therefrom, said record 
containing at least said identifying information 
of the purchaser and an amount transacted; 
and, 

billing the purchaser for the amount transacted. '5 

2. A method of billing as recited in Claim 1, wherein 
said electronically transferring identifying informa- 
tion includes: 

20 8. 

forwarding Caller Identification (Caller ID) infor- 
mation indicative of the purchaser's wireless 
terminal to the billing device during a call at- 
tempt from the purchaser's terminal; and, 
subsequently disconnecting the call attempt. 2S 

3. A method of billing as recited in Claim 1 , wherein 
said electronically transferring identifying informa- 
tion includes: 

30 

forwarding Caller Identification (Caller ID) data 
indicative ol the purchaser's wireless terminal 
to the merchant's billing device; and, 
maintaining an end-to-end telephone network 
connection between the purchaser's wireless 55 
terminal and the merchant's billing device dur- 9. 
ing the course of the transaction. 

4. A method of billing as recited in Claim 3, further 
comprising acknowledging completion of the trans- *o 
action by transmitting an audible tone or message 
from the merchant's billing device to the purchaser's 
wireless terminal via the telephone network. 

10. 

5. A method of billing is recited in Claim 1 , further com- 45 
prising commanding a control circuit via a command 
generated by the merchant's billing device to pro- 
vide a service or convey merchandise to the pur- 
chaser, thereby completing the transaction. 

so 

6. A method of billing as recited in Claim 10, wherein 11. 
said control circuit controls a toll gate in a toil lane 

to control passage of vehicles. 

7. A method of billing, comprising: ss 

12. 

electronically transferring identifying informa- 
tion of a purchaser from a wireless terminal of 



th purchaser to a merchant billing device to 
initiate a transaction between the purchaser 
and the merchant, said identifying information 
being transmitted at a radiated power level sub- 
stantially less than radiated power levels used 
in wireless communications between said wire- 
less terminal and a base station in a wireless 
communications network; 
receiving the identifying information at the mer- 
chant's billing device with a local proximity re- 
ceiver; 

said merchant billing device creating an elec- 
tronic record of the transaction including at 
least said identifying information and an 
amount transacted; 

said billing device transmitting said record to a 

centralized billing location; and 

billing the purchaser for the transaction. 

A method of billing as recited in Claim 7, wherein 
said electronically transferring identifying informa- 
tion includes: 

activating a billing module associated with the 
purchaser's wireless terminal to prompt the 
purchaser to enter a merchant's identification 
(ID) code into the wireless terminal; 
transmitting the merchant's ID code and the 
identifying information of the purchaser from 
the purchaser's wireless terminal to the mer- 
chant's billing device; and. 
receiving the identifying information and the 
merchant ID code with said local proximity re- 
ceiver. 

A method of billing as recited in any of Claims 1 .or 
7, wherein said billing device is dedicated for a fixed 
transaction and wherein said creating an electronic 
record includes retrieving by a processor within said 
billing device purchase information including the 
cost of the transaction stored in a memory within 
said billing device. 

A method of billing as recited in any of Claims 1 or 
7, wherein said creating an electronic record in- 
cludes receiving by a processor within said billing 
device purchase information including the cost of 
the transaction from a manually operated electronic 
cash register associated with said billing device. 

A method of billing as recited in any of Claims 1 or 
7, wherein said billing the purchaser includes de- 
ducting the transacted amount from a secured set 
of funds or credits in an el ctronic banking c nter. 

A billing d vie , comprising: 

a local proximity receiver for receiving identify- 
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ing information of a purchaser transmitted from 
a wireless terminal of the purchaser at a radi- 
ated power level substantially less than radiat- 
d power transmitted by said wireless terminal 
when communicating with a base station in a 
wireless telecommunication network; 
a processor for creating an electronic record of 
a transaction between the purchaser and a 
merchant, said record including at least said 
identifying information of the purchaser and an 
amount transacted; and 
a transmitter for transmitting the transaction 
record to a centralized billing system wherein 
the amount transacted is charged to the pur- 
chaser. 

13. A billing device, comprising: 

a receiver for receiving, through a telephone 
network, identifying information associated 
with a wireless terminal of a purchaser and au- 
tomatically transmitted by the wireless terminal 
during a call set-up; 

a processor for creating an electronic record of 
a transaction between the purchaser and a 
merchant, Said record including at least said 
identifying information of the purchaser and an 
amount transacted; and 

a transmitter for transmitting the transaction 
record to a centralized billing system wherein 
the amount transacted is charged to the pur- 
chaser. 

1 4. A billing device as recited in any of Claims 1 2 or 1 3 
further comprising a memory for storing purchase 
information and further wherein said processor is 
operable to retrieve said purchase information fron 
said memory for inclusion within said transaction 
record, and further to cause said transaction record 
to be stored within said memory. 

15. In a wireless terminal operable in a wireless tele- 
communication system, said wireless terminal in- 
cluding a memory for storing identifying information 
of said wireless terminal and a processor operation- 
al to retrieve said identifying information during h 
call set-up, the improvement therein comprising 

a billing key coupled to said processor for 
causing said wireless terminal to transmit, when 
said billing key is depressed, said identifying infor- 
mation stored by said memory to a location proxi- 
mate to said wireless terminal to initiate a transac- 
tion between a user of said wireless terminal and a 
billing devic that receives th id ntifying informa- 
tion. 

16. The wireless t rminal according to Claim 15, where- 
in said improvement further comprises: 



means associated with said processor for 
prompting the user, after said billing key is de- 
pressed, to enter a merchant identification code, 
said merchant identification code being transmitted 
5 in modulate data stream along with said identifying 
information to initiate the transaction. 
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(57) In a preferred embodiment, a method of billing, 
comprises electronically transferring identifying infor- 
mation of a purchaser from a wireless terminal of the 
purchaser to a merchant's billing device to initiate a 
transaction between the purchaser and the merchant, 
creating an electronic record of the transaction between 
the purchaser and the merchant where the record con- 
tains at least the identifying information and an amount 
transacted and billing the purchaser for the amount 
transacted. The identifying information, e.g., Caller ID 
data, can be electronically transferred to the merchant 
billing device via a wireless telecommunication network. 
Alternatively, a local proximity connection between the 
purchaser's wireless terminal and the merchant billing 
device can be used. A processor within the billing device 
retrieves information related to the purchase either from 
a memory within the billing device or from an electronic 
cash register external to the billing device. The proces- 
sor can command a control circuit to deliver the service 
or merchandise such as raising a toll booth gate to allow 
a vehicle to pass. The processor then constructs the 
electronic transaction record, which is subsequently 
transmitted to a centralized billing location or database. 



FIG. 4 



PURCHASER CALLS 

MEflCHAKT-S 
BILLING OEVICE 



402 



BILLING OEVICE Lf 404 
PICKS LP CALL 



463 



CALLER ID RECEIVED 
AND STORED Al 
3ILLING DEVICE 



4S0 



1 * 



'BILLING DEVICE 
HANGS UP CALL 

GOES INTO 
I 8US? NODE 



4G4 



"J" 



r 



4CE 



PROCESSOR RETRIEVES 
PURCHASE INFORMATION 



406 



PROCESSOR CONSTRUCTS f 
TRANSACT ION RECORD 



410 



AUDIBLE/VISUAL 
SIGNAL INDICATED 
ON BILLING DEVICE 





SERVICE/ 




MERCHANDISE 




CONVEYED 



413 



4G5 



BILLING DEVICE SENDS 
AOCNOKLfDGEKrNT TONE T 
TO PURCHASERS WIRELESS 
TERMINAL 



470 



BILLING OEVICE 

GOES INTO 
STANDBY WOE 



BILLING DEVICE HANGS 
UP CALL GOES INTO 
STANDBY MODE 



41B 



TRANSACTION 
RECORD© SENT TO 
CENTRALIZED DATABASE 



f 



41fl 



Printed by Jouve. 75001 PARIS (FR) 



BNSDOCID: <EP 078O8O2A3_L> 



EP 0 780 802 A3 



European Patent 
Office 



EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 



Application Number 

EP 96 30 8946 



DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category 



Citation ol document with indication, where aaproprtate. 
ut relevant passages 



PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 
vol. 097, no. 001, 31 January 1997 
-& JP 08 249530 A (SANYO ELECTRIC CO 
LTD), 27 September 1996 

* abstract * 

EP 0 708 547 A (AT & T CORP) 24 April 1996 

* abstract; figure 1 * 

* column 3, line 22 - column 4, line 5 * 

* column 5, line 33 - column 7, last line 
* 



W0 92 14222 A (TAIT ELIZABETH MARY : TAIT • 
ROBERT ALAN REID (GB) ) 20 August 1992 

* abstract; figures 1-3 * 

* page 9, line 14 - page 11, line 19 * 

* page 13, line 19 - line 22 * 

* page 16, line 11 - line 22 * 



COMBANIERE C: "N0UVELLES POSSIBILIT S DE 
PAIEMENT" 

1 October 1995 , REE: REVUE GENERALE DE L 
ELECTRICITE ET DE L ELECTR0NI0UE , NR. 4. 
PAGE(S) 57 - 65 XP000533330 

* figure 5 * 

* page 60, left-hand column, paragraph 3 - 
right-hand column, paragraph 2 * 

W0 93 20539 A (JONSSON TOMMY) 
14 October 1993 

* abstract; figure * 

* page 2, line 15 - page 6, line 9 * 



-/- 



The present search report has been drawn up tor all claims 



Relevant 
to claim 



CLASSIFICATION OF THE 
APPLICATION <lnt.Cl.6> 



1,5.13, G07F7/10 



15 



15 



1,7,12, 
13 

15 



1,7,10, 
12 

1,5-7,15 



1,13 



G07B15/00 



TECHNICAL FIELDS 
SEARCHED (lnt.CI6) 



G07F 
H04Q 
G07B 



Phc« OlSMTCh 

THE HAGUE 



Dai* ol completion ol th» March 

22 June 1999 



Buron, E 



CATEGORY OF CITED DOCUMENTS 

X ' particularly relevant (t taken alone 

Y particularly relevant it comotned with another 

document ol the same category 
A . technological background 
O : non-written disclosure 
P - intermediate document 



theory or principle underlying the invention 
earlier patent document, out published on, or 
after the tiling date 
: document cited in the application 
document oted tor other reasons 



& : member of the same patent I amity, corresponding 
document 



BNSDOCID: <EP 0780802A3_I_> 



2 



EP 0 780 802 A3 . 



European Patent 
Office 



EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 



Application Number 

EP 96 30 3946 



DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category 



Citation of document with indication, where appropriate. 
ct relevant passages 



Relevant 
to claim 



CLASSlF»CATION OF THE 
APPLICATION <lnt.CI.6) 



WO 94 11849 A { VATANEN HARRI TAPANI) 
26 May 1994 

WO 95 21424 A (JONHIG LTD ; EVERETT DAVID 
BARRINGTON (GB)) 10 August 1995 



TECHNICAL FIELDS 
SEARCHED 4lntCt.6> 



The present search report has been drawn up for all claims 



S 
§ 



Plac* ot search 

THE HAGUE 



Date at romptotjon ol the seiich 

22 June 1999 



Exsnwwt 

Buron, E 



CATEGORY OP CITED DOCUMENTS 

X . particularly relevant if taken alone 

V : particuiany relevant U comoined wrirt another 

document ot tr>e sam« category 
A : tacnnotogical background 
O ' non-*rnnen disclosure 
P • intermediate document 



T • theory or principle underlying trto invention 
E : earlier patent document, but publisned on, or 

after the filing date 
D document cited in the application 
L : document at#o tor oiner reasons 

& : member of tne same pal 9 m family, corresponding 
document 



BNSDOCID: <EP 0780802A3_L> 



3 



EP 0 780 802 A3 



ANNEX TO THE EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 
ON EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION NO. 



EP 96 30 8946 



This annex lists the patent family members relating to tne patent documents cited in the above -men boned European searcn report. 
The members a'e as contained in tne European Paient Office EDP hie on 

The European Patent Ort;ce is in no way liable tor these paircuiars which are merely given for the purpose ot information. 

22-06-1999 



"aieni QUvunitrfti 




Publication 




Patent family 




Publication 


cited in search report 




date 




member* s) 




date 


EP 0708547 


A 


24-04-1996 


US 


5608778 


A 


04-03-1997 






CA 


2156206 


A 


23-03-1996 






.IP 


8096043 


A 


1 7-04- 1 QQ6 


W0 9214222 


A 


20-08-1992 


AT 


166477 


T 


15-06-1993 






AU 


677161 


B 


17-04-1997 






AU 


1184792 


A 


07-09-1992 






CA 


2101858 A 


01-08-1992 






DE 


69225587 


D 


25-06-1998 






DE 


69225587 


T 


28-01-1999 






EP 


0573438 


A 


15-12-1993 






Lj 


2113810 


T 


ni _i n_i qoQ 






GR 


3027705 


T 


30-11-1998 






JP 


6505104 


T 


09-06-1994 






US 


5550358 


A 


27-08-1996 


WO 9320539 


A 


14-10-1993 


SE 


506681 


C 


26-01-1998 






AU 


3911993 


A 


08-11-1993 






DE 


69316888 


D 


12-03-1998 






DE 


69316888 


T 


03-09-1998 






EP 


0634039 


A 


18-01-1995 






ES 


2115056 


T 


16-06-1998 






SE 


9201001 


A 


01-10-1993 


W0 9411849 


A 


26-05-1994 


FI 


925135 


A 


12-05-1994 






FI 


934995 


A 


12-05-1994 






AT 


159602 


T 


15-1 1-1997 






DE 


69314804 


D 


27-11-1997 






EP 


0669031 


A 


30-08-1995 






ES 


2107689 


T 


01-12-1994 






GR 


3025393 


T 


27-02-1998 






NO 


951814 


A 


09-05-1995 


W0 9521424 


A 


10-08-1995 


AT 


169139 


T 


15-08-1998 






AU 


682923 


B 


23-10-1997 






AU 


1541795 


A 


21-08-1995 






BR 


9506571 


A 


28-10-1997 






CA 


2181459 


A 


10-08-1995 






CN 


1140503 


A 


15-01-1997 






DE 


69503755 


D 


03-09-1998 






DE 


69503755 


T 


03-12-1998 






EP 


0741890 


A 


13-11-1996 






ES 


2119387 


T 


01-10-1998 






GB 


2301471 


A.B 


04-12-1996 






HK 


1001504 


A 


19-06-1998 






JP 


9508484 


T 


26-08-1997 



i For more details about this annex : see Official Journal of me European Patent Office. No. 12/82 



BNSDOCID: <EP 078O8O2A3_l_> 



4 



EP 0 780 802 A3 



ANNEX TO THE EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 
ON EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION NO. 



EP 96 30 8946 



This annex lists the patent family members relating to the patent documents cited in the above-mentioned European search report. 
The members are as contained in the European Patent Office ED=> tile or. 

The Eurooean Faten: Office is in no way liab'e for these particulars which are merely gi^en for the purpose of into* nation. 

22-06-1999 



Patent document 
cite a in search report 



Publication 
date 



Patent family 
membe'is) 


Puolication 
date 


LV 


11714 


A 


20-02-1997 


LV 


11714 


B 


20-08-1997 


MD 


960321 


A 


30-06-1997 


NO 


963179 


A 


30-07-1996 


NZ 


278931 


A 


24-11-1997 


PL 


315711 


A 


25-11-1996 


SI 


741890 


T 


31-10-1998 


US 


5857152 


A 


05-01-1999 



W0 9521424 



£ For more details about this annex : see Official Journal ol the European Patent Office. No. 12/32 



BNSDOCID: <EP 078O802A3_l_> 



5 



INTEK Y-iTIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



Intei national Application No 

PCT/JP 00/09258 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

IPC 7 G07F7/10 //G07F19/00 



According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 



B. FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 
IPC 7 607F 



Documentation 



searched olher than minimum documentation lo the extent thai such documents are included in the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name ol data base and. where practical, search terms used) 

EPO-Internal , PAJ 



C. DOCUMi 
Category • 


:nts considered to be relevant . 

Citation ol document, with indication, where appropriate, ol the n-k.-vani passages 


Relevant to claim No. 


A 


EP 0 965 938 A (NCR INT INC) 
22 December 1999 (1999-12-22) 

paragraphs '0017!- '0022! 


1-5,7, 
10-12, 
14-16 


A 


DE 198 46 452 A (SIEMENS AG) 
16 December 1999 (1999-12-16) 
claims 1,2,6,7,18,19,22,28,30 


* 1,6 


A 


PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 

vol. 1997, no. 01, 

31 January 1997 (1997-01-31) 

4 JP 08 249530 A (SANYO ELECTRIC CO LTD), 

27 September 1996 (1996-09-27) 

abstract 




A 


EP 0 780 802 A (AT & T CORP) 
25 June 1997 (1997-06-25) 





□ 



Further documents are listed in the continuation of box C 



\ *+vr* tamily members are listed in annex. 



• Special categories of cited documents : 

•A' document defining the general state of the art which is not 

considered to be of particular relevance 
■E" earlier document but published on or after the international 

filing date 

•L* document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or 
which is cited to establish the publication date of another 
citation or other special reason (as specified) 

•O' document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or 
other means 

•P- document published prior to the international filing date but 



ub« <>« umeni published after the international filing date 
.„ f*wtv dale and not in conflict with the application but 
< •»» understand the principle or theory underlying the 

<>. .,rT»<ni ol particular relevance; the claimed invention 
<*«ir»4 considered novel or cannot be considered to 
****** an nventive step when the document is taken alone 

n * txT*rfit of particular relevance; the claimed Invention 
i^inui be considered to involve an Inventive step when the 
rt*.ument is combined with one or more other such docu- 
n.-ms. such combination being obvious to a person skilled 
pi me art. 

oxjcumcni member of the same patent family 



Dale ol the actual completion of the international search 

18 April 2001 


Dale of mailing of the international search report 

25/04/2001 


Name and mailing address ol the ISA 

European Patent Office. P.B. 5818 Patentlaan 2 
NL - 2280 HV Rijswijk 
TeL (+31-70) 340-2040. Tx. 31 651 epo nl. 
Fax (+31-70) 340-3016 


Authorized officer 

Bocage, S 



Foim PCT7ISA/210 (second sheet) (July 1992) 



* 7% 

interactional search report 

Information on patent family members 



International Application No 

PCT/JP 00/09258 



Patent document 
cited in search report 



Publication 
date 



Patent family 
member(s) 



Publication 
date 



FP 


0965959 


A 


22- 


-12- 


-1999 


FP 


0965939 
\j ^ \j *j ^ 


A 


22- 


-12- 


-1999 


FP 


0965940 


A 


22- 


-12- 


-1999 


FP 
r_ r 


0965941 


A 


22- 


-12- 


-1999 


FP 
r_ r 


0978800 


A 


09- 


-02- 


-2000 


FP 
l r 


0966138 


A 


22- 


■12- 


-1999 


FP 


0966139 


A 


22- 


■12- 


-1999 


FP 


0Q87660 


A 

n 


22- 


-03- 


-2000 


FP 

Ll 


flQQl 039 


A 


05- 


-04- 


-2000 


IP 

Jr 


cUuUlUJjUl 


A 


16- 


-06- 


-2000 


jp 


2000113091 


A 


21- 


-04- 


-2000 


jp 


2000163502 


A 


16- 


-06- 


-2000 


jp 


2000099614 


A 


07- 


-04- 


-2000 


jp 


2000113092 


A 


21- 


-04- 


-2000 


jp 


2000151829 


A 


30- 


-05- 


-2000 


jp 


2000156891 


A 


06- 


-06- 


-2000 


jp 


2000105793 


A 


11- 


-04- 


-2000 


jp 


2000115065 


A 


21- 


-04- 


-2000 


JP 


2000194484 


A 


14- 


-07- 


-2000 



EP 0965938 



22-12-1999 



DE 


19846452 


A 


16-12-1999 


NONE 


JP 


08249530 


A 


27-09-1996 


NONE 


EP 


0780802 


A 


25-06-1997 


NONE 



Form PCT/lSA/210 (patent lamily annex) (July 1992) 



